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This is to update all URGE participants on progress since the WP2 workshop and Annual Assembly at 
Copenhagen in June 2011. 
 
Visits in the rest of  2011 
Ole Henckel (AU) spent a month in July/August in Auckland, and came back with his PhD thesis close to 
completion and brimming with ideas for a new Erasmus Mundus proposal on educational anthropology. 
 
Lynette Read (Auckland) is visiting UoB and AU in September. She is going to make contact with the 
other research support officers and help us develop joint projects with the ideas arising from URGE 
activities (see below). DPU/AU’s research support officer (Astrid Cermak) is preparing visits for Lynette 
in Copenhagen and Aarhus and is looking forward to exchanging information about their roles. 
 
Kirsten Marie Bovbjerg (AU) veers between academic excitement and bureaucratic frustration in 
preparing to visit Auckland from November to March. Her whole family is accompanying her – husband 
Ulrik, son Asmus and daughter Dina. 
 
Roger Dale (UoB) is visiting Auckland in November and December and will convene the WP2 workshop 
during that time (see below). 
 
Airini (Auckland) has had to postpone her 2011 visit to Bristol until 2012. 

Gritt Nielsen (AU) has had to postpone her visit to Auckland for a year. 

 
Website 
The Urge website is at 
http://www.dpu.dk/forskning/forskningsprogrammer/epoke/forskningsprojekter/universityreformglobalizatio
nandeuropeanizationurge/  

 
Work Packages (WPs) 
WP1 (Convenor Susan Robertson): the detailed plan, visits and workshop are completed and are on the 

website. The working paper is being written.   

 
WP2 (Convenor Cris Shore): the detailed plan and most of the visits have been completed. The 

workshop was held 8-10 June at DPU/AU. The working paper and report to EU will follow. 

In addition, a publication is planned arising from WPs1 & 2. A proposal for a special issue will be 

submitted to the journal Globalisation, Education and Society. The first article will set out the 

conceptualisation globalization and regionalization achieved in WP1 and the methodological problems 

that this poses. The paper givers at the WP2 workshop will be invited to focus their paper as a response 

to one or other of these methodological problems. 
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WP3 (Convenor Roger Dale): planning meetings at the Bristol workshop in 2010 and the DPU/AU 

workshop in 2011 have generated some very exciting ideas. A revised detailed plan and workshop 

programme will be put on the website as soon as they are available.  The visits have started, others are 

under way. The workshop will be held 1-2 December 2011 in Auckland – we will try to make a video link 

to DPU/AU for at least part of the time. 

 
WP4 (Convenor Sue Wright): A planning meeting at the DPU/AU workshop has resulted in a detailed 
plan (attached and on website). Visits are mainly all planned, and the workshop will be held at DPU/AU 
in Copenhagen, from Wednesday 8th to Friday 10th August 2012. 
 
WPs 5 & 6 (Convenors Sue Wright and Cris Shore): The workshops for these WPs will be held together in 

Auckland in April 2013. 

 
Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting of URGE was held during the workshop at DPU/AU. Minutes are on the website.  It 
concluded by gathering some advice for future workshops which convenors should bear in mind.  
The main focus was on the ideas for collaborative research and teaching projects arising from URGE 
visits and activities (see below). 
 
Future research and teaching projects 
The following progress has been made on the future projects that we identified at the URGE Annual 
Assembly in June 
1. ITN (Initial Training Network) based on or developing from the URGE programme.  This is EU funding 

for a PhD training programme for up to 20 PhD students and usually involves 6-8 European 
universities and universities from ‘Other’ countries.  I have just received a Danish grant to cover the 
costs of preparing the EU ITN application – and am contacting potential partners and inviting to a 
planning meeting in Brussels in November. The application deadline is January 2012. 

2. Erasmus Mundus – Ole Henckel has been in great discussions during his trip to Auckland, so I’m 
discussing with colleagues at DPU and will follow up soon. 

3. Third mission and academic entrepreneurialism  – this theme is coming to prominence in WP4. Susan 
Robertson and Fumi Kitigawa already have a project on the role of universities in the Bristol region, 
and have made their questionnaire available. Cris Shore and Nick Lewis have submitted a proposal to 
the Marsden Fund for a project comparing the Third Mission for universities in 7 countries, including 
New Zealand, UK and Denmark.  Deivida Vandzinskaite, who has been a visiting PhD student attached 
to the EPOKE research programme at  DPU/AU, has submitted a Marie Curie post doc application on 
universities’ interaction with society in Nordic welfare state country (Denmark) and Baltic post-soviet 
country (Lithuania). 

4. Academic fragmentation and alienation. Dirk Michel and Lisa Lucas are already in conversation, 
because their papers at the workshop for WP2 revealed similar interests. Lisa Lucas offered to share 
her questionnaire and Dirk Michel wishes to develop a research project on this topic, to be based on 
fieldwork in Denmark and in New Zealand during his URGE visit.  

5. FP7 Social Sciences and Humanities. None of the headings in the draft Work Programme 2012 or the 
headline topics for 2013 seem suitable to our purposes.  
 

Sue Wright.  Co-ordinator of URGE 


