
 
URGE Bulletin , November 2010 

Dear Participants in the URGE project,  
 
I am sending this bulletin to update you on URGE activities so far and look ahead to the next few 
months. 
 

1. Most importantly, on 21 October 2010, the EU signed and completed the contract for the 
project, a mere 14 months later than promised! Cris Shore has valiantly managed to hold on to 
the promised match funding from the New Zealand Ministry (MOST) during all this time, and 
that is now hopefully all secured. The EU asked us to start the project nevertheless on 1 Jan 
2010, and this we did.  

 
2. I attach a concept note for participants to remind you about the aims of the project and its 6 

work packages. 
. 

3. Work package 1, Coordinated by Susan Robertson, on ‘Globalisation and higher education: 
towards a new conceptual framework’ 
The plan for this work package is attached. 
So far Stavros Moutsios from DPU and Susan Robertson and Roger Dale from Univ of Bristol 
have visited Univ of Auckland. 
They had a very busy programme, including a ‘Globalisation and HE Symposium’. The flyers and 
details of these events are attached. 
From 29 Nov to 3 Dec people are converging on Bristol: Cris Shore, Chris Tremewan, Melissa 
Spencer and Nick Lewis for Auckland; Sue Wright, Gritt Nielsen, Stavros Moutsios and Kirsten 
Marie Bovbjerg from DPU; and Peter Jones from Southampton. 
The Final events for work Package 1 will be held on 2 December – details to follow. 
It looks like Susan Robertson is planning several publications from this work, and the working 
paper on the work package is due by June 2011. 
This work package seems to be going very well and acts as a prototype for the rest of the 
project. 

 
4. Work package 2, Coordinated by Cris Shore, on ‘Methodologies: combining ethnography and 

political economy’ 
A plan for work package 2 is attached, including the themes, visits and ‘deliverables’.  
If work package 1 focused on theoretical approaches to the globalization and regionalization of 
HE, this work packages explores appropriate methodologies. 
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5. The Auckland participants have organized a regular URGE writing group, where they read drafts 
of each other’s papers. I attach a list of their URGE WRITING GROUP EVENTS, which gives a very 
good idea of what our NZ colleagues are working on. 

 
6. A website is being established as part of a project by Kris Olds and Susan Robertson at 

Wisconsin-Madison. They are using open source software to cluster a number of websites 
concerned with globalisation and higher education. This will give the URGE website more 
visibility. The URGE logo has been designed at Auckland, the texts are being prepared now, and 
hopefully the website will be up and running in time to house the materials coming out of work 
package 1. 

 
I hope you are enjoying and benefitting from your involvement in the URGE project and I hope this 
bulletin helps keep everyone in touch with developments. Please send me any feedback and suggestions 
for future bulletins. I will aim to send out a bulletin 3 times a year. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Sue Wright 
Co-ordinator URGE 

 


